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unstable depressions. According to j\Ir. Ahlgren and his asso- 
ciates, in a nearby bog along the same shore-line, the peat, under- 
laid with blue clay, is 14)4 ib thick. 

Within an area of about one-(iuarter section of the bog, Ruhus 
Charnaemorus occurs in scattered l)ut vigorously growing colonies, 
in association with Carex trisperma and Smilacina trifolia. In 
spots with favorable illumination, as seen in plate 1204, its 
growth is dense and luxuriant with fruiting plants. Collection 
number Lakela 18043, with Clifford and Isabel Ahlgren on July 
30, 1954 was made from fruiting colonies. The specimens com- 
pare well with tho.se of higher latitudes from Mackenzie District, 
Quebec and northern Europe. In the field the leaves appear 
deeply lobed with a maximum width up to 14 cm. 

To one who has known R. Chamaemorus in other regions, the 
collecting of Minnesota specimens and the sampling of its fruit 
is a gratifying experience especially when mingled with an appre- 
ciation of the wonders of plant growth and distribution. I recall 
enjoying the lu.scious golden fruit on mountain slopes of the 
Arctic Ocean at 69.5° N. lat. near Liinahamari, then a part of 


Finland, where I collected No. 3312, Aug. 17, 



Vlthough 


the fruits of the Minnesota plants are smaller than those from the 
arctic latitudes, the characteristic flavor is the .same. 

This find of R. Chamaemorus in Minnesota, a species with 
circumpolar distribution in arctic realms, is the first known record 
from the center of the continent. — Olca Lakela, univeusity of 

MINNESOTA, DULUTH UUANCH. 


Euaguostis cuuvula in Missouui.—In July, 1952, scattered 
but dense chimps of what was later determined as Eragrostis 
curvula (Schrad.) Nees. were observed in Howell County in 
southern Missonri. The appearance of this gra.ss was striking, 
it being rather tall and erect, averaging about a meter in height, 
and having elongate blades which tapered to a very fine tip. No 
spikelets were present at this time. The following year and 
during the past season the species was observed in flower. The 
spikelets averaged about nine florets. The panicle branches 
were somewhat stiff and upright. This perennial species, origi- 
nally observed along U.S. Highway 60 and adjacent open woods. 
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'r^TN, R7W, sectioii 24, has spread noticeahly iii t\vo years. It is 
not a native species, being listed as an introdiiction in several 
soiithern states inchiding Texas and Florida. Considering its 
multiplication and spontaneity of spread, the species appt'ars in 
this area to be \vell established \vithout benefit of cultivation. 

SpecinKMis have been deposited in the University of Missouri 
Herbarium. 

Appreciation is expressed to Dr. J. R. S\vallen of the United 
States Xational Ilerbarium \vho observed some of the collected 
material.— C. L. Kucer.x, rot.any dep.\rtmext, t^x'iversity of 

MISSOURI, C’OLT'MBI.\, MISSOTJRI. 


Bre\veri.\ Picjkerix'cjii in Illixois. —Over 80 years ago 
Harry Norton Patterson \vas probably the tirst collector of 
Bremeria pickeringii (Torr.) Cray in the vicinity of 0(iua\vka, 
Henderson County in \vestern Illinois. Half a dozen sheets of 
Patterson’s specimcns arc deposited in the Chi(;ago Natural 
History Museum Ilerbarium. Dr. Julian Steyermark reports 
that Patterson identified his material as Stylisma pickeringii and 
as Bonamia pickeringii. Some of the Patterson specimens are 
also deposited in the University of Illinois Herbarium as \vell as 
a collection by Dr. Virginius Chase in 1934. 

Within the state sandy prairie and blo\v-san(l areas adjacent 
to the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers seem to be the preferred 
habitat of this species. The spra\vling plants are aliundant 
\vhere they do occur, but the habitats are \videly scattered. It 
has also bcen attributed to eastern Io\va. 

On 21 June 1954 the \vriter, accompanied by Mr. R. T. 
Rexroat of Virginia, Illinois, visited a locality in soutlnvestern 
Mason County. d^'his locality is about 70 air-linc miles south- 
east of Patterson’s 0(iua\vka area. On a gentle, sandy slope 
BrexDcria pickeringii \vas plentiful. SubstHiuently, (Jn 8 Jidy, 
Mr. Rexroat continued a s(‘arch and located specimens of B. 
pickeringii in adjoining Cass Coimty. The specimens collected 
should be rcferred to var. patlersoni Fern. & Schub. Ass(^ciated 
\vith B. pickeringii in the Mason County location \vere Opuntia 
rafinesguii Engelm. and IIymenopappus scabiosaeus L’IRr., the 
latter itself an uncommon plant in Illinois. Specimcns of the 





